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Israel’s Exploitation of 
Palestinian Natural 
Resources 



How exploitation of natural resources drives the illegal 
occupation

❖ The Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) is rich in natural resources

❖ Israel illegally exploits resources for its own benefit

❖ Exploitation of natural resources drives the occupation by: 

❖ Sustaining illegal settlements 

❖ Holding back the Palestinian economy 





Land

❖ Israel has full control over the West Bank’s resource-rich Area C

❖ Over 99 percent of Area C is heavily restricted or completely inaccessible to Palestinians (designated for 
settlements; military zones; nature reserves) 

❖ Israeli restrictions on agriculture cost the Palestinian economy $2.2 billion each year



Water

❖ Israel controls the Palestinian water supply

❖ 500,000 Israeli settlers in the West Bank consume  six times as much water as 2.6 million Palestinians

❖ While limiting Palestinian access, Israel consistently over-exploits shared water sources for its own benefit

❖ 200,000 Palestinians in the West Bank have no access to the water network

❖ Israeli settlers are fully connected to the water network and pay a minimal rate
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Water (cont’d)  
Mekorot’s Violations of Palestinian Water Rights 

❖ Mekorot:

❖ Israel’s national water company

❖ Has monopoly control over all water sources in the OPT

❖ Facilitates and benefits from Israel’s discriminatory water policies 
in the OPT

❖ Exploits water resources from the OPT to supply illegal 
settlements and to transfer Palestinian water across the Green Line

❖ Contributes to Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise



Water (cont’d) 
Severe Water Crisis in the Gaza Strip

❖ In Gaza, there is only one source of freshwater, and residents have over-
pumped it in order to cope with the inadequate main supply. 

❖ Severe damage inflicted by the military operation in 2014 on  Gaza’s 
water and sanitation infrastructure, including water wells and networks, 
tanks, desalination units, wastewater networks and pump stations.

❖ As a result, 95 percent of water there is now unfit for human 
consumption due to pollution.



Dead Sea Minerals
❖ The Dead Sea’s unique geographical, 

mineral and climatic features make it 
rich in natural resources.

❖ Israeli restrictions prevent the 
Palestinians from developing and 
accessing their shore.

❖ The only company licensed by Israel to 
extract Dead Sea mud is Ahava, which 
operates out of the settlement Mitzpe 
Shalem

❖ Israel earns $3 billion each year from 
Dead sea products.



Oil and Gas
❖ The OPT is rich in oil, gas and shale 

oil resources.

❖ Since 1967, Israel has systematically 
prevented Palestine's development 
of oil and gas in the OPT.

❖ Israel has allocated control over the 
Palestinian electricity grid to the 
Israel Electric Corporation IEC.

❖ Israel has inflicted naval closure on 
the Gaza Strip, imposing 6 nautical 
miles coastal limit.



Stone
❖ Palestine’s ‘white oil’.

❖ The majority of the West 
Bank’s stone deposits are 
in Area C, where Israeli 
and international 
quarries operate. 

❖ Palestinian businesses 
are held back by Israel’s 
systematic refusal to 
grant permits for them to 
open new quarries or 
renew existing licenses



Legal Framework
❖ Under international law, Israel, as Occupying Power, is 

considered temporary administrator of natural resources 
in the OPT and is prohibited from exploiting them in a way 
that undermines their capital.

❖ The UN General Assembly has affirmed “the right of the 
Palestinian people to permanent sovereignty over their 
natural wealth and” which “must be used in the interest of 
their national development, the well-being of the 
Palestinian people and as part of their right to self-
determination.” 



Legal Framework 
International Humanitarian Law and the rules of usufruct

❖ Israel has no sovereign status over the OPT

❖ Occupied lands within the territorial space of the OPT belong to the 
Palestinians

❖ Palestinians are entitled to benefit from their natural resources 

❖ The applicable framework is established under international 
humanitarian law and in particular, under Article 55 of the Hague 
Regulations

❖ Israel is obliged to administer natural resources in the OPT in accordance 
with the rule of usufruct.

❖ Israel must be regarded only as the administrator of the natural resources 
belonging to the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT).

❖ Israel is obliged to administer natural resources in the OPT in accordance 
with the rule of usufruct.

❖ Israel is prohibited from exploiting them in a way that undermines their 
capital and results in economic benefits for Israeli citizens, including 
settlers, or for its national economy.


